


Hosts, we are so excited to begin this 

house church journey with you! We 

believe that true biblical community 

happens when we open ourselves up 

to invest and connect with others in 

settings that exist outside a row in a 

sanctuary. Hosts are an integral part of 

community, as they create the space 

for deep relationships to form with God 

and each other. This guide is simply to 

help you remember the basics and feel 

confident in translating them to the 

people and space you have. We have 

seen God’s faithfulness and power as 

believers went house to house in the 

early church, and we are believing 

the Spirit can and will meet you in 

wonderful ways as we gather in our 

own homes now. 

H O U S E  C H U R C H    
               H O S T S

Welcome



A CBC House Church is a small gathering 

of friends and neighbors who meet to 

participate in a CBC worship service 

online, have conversations together, and 

grow in deep relationships with God and 

each other by living in rhythm together. 

House Church brings people around the 

table, where all can taste and see God’s 

goodness and be extended His invitation 

to true Life through Jesus. This can be 

done in a home or another available 

space around you.

W H AT  I S

H O U S E  C H U R C H ?
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Our prayer is that you would experience the same kind of 

community talked about in Acts. You will notice that we will be 

participating in all the activities outlined: Fellowship, Sharing 

a Meal, Worship, Devotion to Apostles Teaching, Prayer, and 

Responding to the Gospel.

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 

to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 

Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 

performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together 

and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and 

possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day 

they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They 

broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 

sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all 

the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those 

who were being saved.”

V I S I O N  &
O U R  P R AY E R



We would invite you to identify 8-10 

people (depending on your family size) 

in your life that you can begin to be 

intentional with. This may be your family, 

a family from the neighborhood, family 

friends, or a friend group. Ideally, these 

are acquaintances, coworkers or friends 

who quickly become family as you share 

life and spiritually grow together.  

House churches can be public or private, 

depending on what is best for the host’s 

family and those coming to worship with 

you. 

W H O  D O  I

I N V I T E ?

quality over quantity

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
BEFORE YOU MEET

If your house church decides to share a meal together before 

or after participating in online church, think through what will 

be easiest for everyone. Many communities choose to rotate 

who provides the meal each week, and many split it up pot-

luck style. This communicates that everyone has something to 

bring to the table.

Some great questions to ask during the meal with your family 

and/or friends to get conversation going are: “What are the 

highs and lows from the week? What is something you have 

been thankful for in the last week? What is something God has 

been teaching you?” Listen and remember what people say... 

It’s an opportunity to pray for specific things, as well as foster 

relationships with one another.

F O O D



For many of you, there will be families gathering in your home 

which means kids! We would encourage kids to participate in 

everything their parents are doing. However, you may need to 

have a ”play space” available where kids can congregate and 

play together should they not want to participate. 

RESOURCE

cbc.social/notes

K I D S

M U S I C
Whether we realize it or not, the presence of music transforms 

many ordinary spaces in our lives into livelier and more 

engaging places. Having a pre-made and upbeat playlist of 

music going when your house church arrives helps transform 

your home into a welcoming atmosphere.

PA R K I N G
Let people know ahead of time where they can park. If you 

live in a neighborhood with a more active HOA or limited 

available space, you can live out a spirit of honor by giving 

the HOA a heads up as well as asking your neighbors if they 

mind people parking in front of their houses.

T I P S  F O R

H O S T I N G



Lead THE WAY

W O R S H I P
There is a lot of flexibility as to when you 

will participate in the online gathering. 

Your house church can participate by 

going to onlinechurch.com where there 

is access to the livestream as well as On 

Demand options.

- During the livestream it is important for 

you, as the house church host, to lead 

the way in worship. Don’t be unnatural or 

uncomfortable but lean in and genuinely 

worship. Your worship helps others to 

feel free to worship.

- If there is someone in your house 

church who feels comfortable leading in 

person, you are more than welcome to 

begin your gathering with live worship 

and then tune into the message that is 

preached.

M E S S A G E
Lean into God’s word. Take notes, stay 

engaged and lead the way! Those you’ve 

invited will most likely never out-worship 

or engage the host, so let’s lead the way! 

Hosts can find printable versions of CBC’s 

bulletin, sermon notes, discussion guides 

and more at cbc.social/notes. If you want, 

you can print out listener guides and pass 

them out to your people.

There might be individuals in your home who want to say 

“Yes” to following Jesus. Be prepared to respond accordingly. 

For refreshers, login to your host portal for access to 

previously recorded host trainings as well as a specific video 

walking through gospel response with Pastor Hutch. Don’t 

overthink it!

G O S P E L 
R E S P O N S E

F L E X I B I L I T Y  T O  P R O C E S S 

There is so much flexibility for what happens after the 

message, but we would encourage you to use that time to 

lean into what the Holy Spirit is doing in the hearts of those 

in your house church. Here are some great questions to 

process with your house church.

- What did God say? How did He speak to you through 

that message?

- What am I going to do in response to what he is saying?

 A F T E R  T H E  
M E S S AG E



F U R T H E R  C A R E

In processing what God is saying, you may have individuals 

in your house church who begin to share about deeper 

emotional and mental health struggles. Remember, in these 

situations, your job is not to give quick solutions or fix their 

problem. Seek empathy over understanding. By listening 

well, asking good questions, taking them to God’s word, and 

praying with them, your house church can become a safe 

place for people to experience God’s healing rather than a 

place with pressure to have it all together.

Remember, our CBC Care & Support team is here to partner 

with you in caring for your house church members. On the 

last page of this guide, you will find the contact information 

for CBC’s Recovery, Mental Health, and Counseling services. 

After connecting them to these resources, let them know 

you will continue to pray for them in the days after they 

share.  A short text, email or phone call can go a long way 

to showing great love and that they are not walking alone.

E N D I N G 

However you decide to end, wrap up the evening by thanking 

everyone for joining your house. Express that if anyone 

wants to talk further about the message, the church, or have 

specific things to pray for, that you would love to talk right 

now or at some point in the week. Briefly thank God for the 

time together and then invite people to hang out or release 

them to head home!



H E A D C O U N T 

Hosts will be able to report attendance through the membership 

portal. Scanning the room to get an accurate count will remind 

you to make note of new faces, as well as remind you to get 

their contact info so you can follow up with them throughout 

the week.

F O L L O W  U P 

People don’t want to go to another event, they want to be 

a part of a family. A great way to continue following Jesus 

together after Online Church is to start inviting them into the 

normal rhythms of you and your family throughout the week.

 

This can look like group texts where you share prayer requests 

and praises as you see God work in your life, reading Scripture 

together throughout the week, or another kind of group point 

of contact.

C O M M U N I T YContinue T O  B U I L D How does CBC membership work?

- For individuals that are a part of your house church and 

would like to become members of our CBC family, we will be 

doing virtual membership classes. Contact housechurch@

cbc.email for more information!

- How do I tithe to my house church?

- Most CBC House Church communities give by one of the 

following:

1) Going online to communitybible.com and click on the 

GIVE tab.

2) Texting the word ‘GIVE’ to 210.934.8877

3) Mail: Community Bible Church

Attn: Finance

2477 N. Loop 1604 E.

San Antonio, TX 78232

H O U S E  C H U R C H
M E M B E R S H I P  &  G I V I N G



Website: cbc.global/housechurch

Email: housechurch@cbc.email

Phone: (210) 496-5096 (Ext. 1145)

CBC Care & Support Ministry

Recovery
careandsupport@cbc.email

Search CBC Celebrate Recovery on Facebook or

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1442910872536400/

Mental Health Support Groups

careandsupport@cbc.email

Search CBC Grace Groups on Facebook or

https://www.facebook.com/groups/217862826102820/

 

Counseling

For church members and regular attendees of CBC

Email laycareministry@cbc.email for information or to 

schedule an appointment.

Phone Number (210) 253-5971

If someone in your house church is considering suicide or 

experiencing abuse and is in danger, you MUST report it to 

housechurch@cbc.email. For immediate help, contact the 

National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255. They 

are available 24/7 in English and Spanish.

H O S T 
R E S O U R C E S


